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Dear Mr. Tucker,

When I picked up my 
daughter and her two 
friends, I was met with 
overjoyed, ecstatic and 
silly girls.  

My daughter said she 
didn’t want to leave.  She 
cried and laughed a lot.  
She told me of all her 
adventures and misadven-
tures and how she wanted 
to come back next summer.  

Words cannot measure 
how those two weeks 
made all the difference in 
my daughters life.  With-
out the financial assis-
tance that I received for 
my daughter would have 
never had this experience.

Thank you.

Amanda B.
Camper Parent, 2009

Camp Jewell has embarked on a new and exciting adventure!  
The journey started last year when the Board of Directors and 
staff started exploring the need to renovate our current main 
camp cabins, many in great need of replacement.  Through 
the process of evaluating guests, hosting focus groups and 
visiting several camps nationwide, it became apparent that an 
even greater opportunity to improve our Camp Jewell facility, 
programs and activities existed.  

During the past few months, key stakeholders, including 
alumni, campers, staff, volunteers, and community leaders 
have been diligently working through a planning process 
where the primary tenet was to ensure transparency and true 
community involvement.

The first phase of the planning process was a two-day ”Dream 
Weekend” held at Camp Jewell on April 24th and 25th.  Over 
60 members of the Camp Jewell community participated by 
working in small teams to create a site plan based upon a 
shared vision and new ideas. The weekend concluded with 
each of the eight teams presenting their site plans and 
providing feedback on each plan.

The second phase included a “Charrette Weekend” held at 
Camp Jewell on May 15th and 16th.  During this weekend 
over 30 participants worked with Domokur Associates, our 
architecture partners, to evaluate the presentations from the 
Dream Weekend and synthesize those ideas into one cohesive 
master site plan.

The initial master site plan was presented at the Annual Board 
meeting on Sunday, June 6th.  The final plan will be presented, 
along with the formal kick-off of the capital campaign, during 
the 50th Anniversary of the Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner on 
November 14th.  Come join us as we chart the future of Camp 
Jewell!

Steering Committee Members

Jerome Alper, Board Member
Jay Aronson, Board Member
Allen Beavers, Board Member
Gregg Davis, Board Member
Tom Eng, Board Member
Rusty Everett, Board Chairman
Mario Hurtado, Property Director
Katie Jilek, Outdoor Center Director
Dennis Pisco, Board Member
Bob Stearns, Board Member
Kari Trost, Project Leader
Eric Tucker, Executive Director
Ray Weaver,  Project Leader

Allen Beavers, Becca Polglase, 
Emily Smith, Mario Hurtado, Jim 
Rollins and Jim Scherer (from left 
to right) discuss an idea that 
Mario had about placement of 
the new Utopian Village during 
the Charette Weekend on May 
15-16.  Over 30 people partici-
pated in the weekend hosted by 
Domokur Architecture Company. 

Paul Berkel, former Summer Camp 
Director and Doug Malins joined 60 
other volunteers to discuss their 
vision of the camp property during 
Dream Weekend.

Dream It
Build It
Live It
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In this issue...



Alumni Happenings
Abby Polglase (1997-2006)
I'm graduating with my masters in speech 
Language pathology on June 12 from Rush 
university and I'm living in Oak Park, IL. I'm also 
volunteering/training at an overnight camp 
for kids who stutter called “camp speak up” for 
a week in August-I'm sure my Jewell experi-
ence will be helpful!

Renee McDougall Morel
I served 6 years in the Connecticut Army 
National Guard. Since then I have been 
married and had 2 daughters.  We have moved 
around with my husband who is in the Air 
Force.  I am currently finishing my degree in 
psychology! Only 2 more summers and my 
daughter will be a Bandit Camper! 

Becca Liftman
I'm almost done with my first year of grad 
school at the University of Denver, School of 
International Studies. I'm getting a masters 
degree in International Security. This summer 
I'll be interning at the State Department in 
Washington, DC. I'm very excited to be back in 
DC for the summer and hope to make it to CJ 
for corn roast or another alumni event!

Jami Silver (1986-2002) 
Jami and her husband, Chris Lett, a Colebrook 
native, welcomed Simon George Lett to the 
world on January 22, 2010.  He is already 
signed up for Bandits, 2017...no, but seriously, 
the family couldn't be happier about their new 
bundle and Simon looks forward to making 
his own memories at Camp Jewell in the near 
future.  They are living in Simsbury, CT and 
welcome Camp Jewell visitors!  Drop her a line 
if you are in the area, jamisilver@hotmail.com.

Charlie Hanscomb (Director, 1960-1965)
Charlie, known fondly as “Mr.  Chuck,” currently 
lives in Florida with his wife and is a regular 
golfer, runner and outdoorsman.  Recently, 
Charlie enjoyed an extended kayaking trip 
through the Everglades.   

  

 

Logan Carey Tyler (1992-2000)
"After graduating from the University of New 
Hampshire, I moved up to Burlington, VT with 
Jim. We lived there (and loved it!) until 2008 
when we got married and moved back to 
Connecticut to be closer to family. I am 
originally from Simsbury, CT and Jim is from 
Portland, CT. We bought a house in Marlbor-
ough, CT and that's where we are today with 
our beautiful baby Brooklynn, 2 dogs Stella 
and Max and 4 chickens. Once you go fresh 
eggs, you never go back!"  We welcomed 
daughter Brooklynn Elizabeth Tyler on 
February 2, 2010, just in time for Ground Hog's 
Day. Brooklynn is thriving and loves being 
outside, a camper in the making! She brings 
tons of joy and laughter and reminds us how 
thankful we are for each and every beautiful 
day.

Ali (Feen) Koss (1987-1993) 
Ali and her husband, Howie, welcomed their 
son, Jacob Leonard Koss, into the world on 
April 16th. Ali, Howie, and Jake live in NYC, 
where Ali is the Curriculum Coordinator at a 
small private school. Ali and Howie have been 
in the city for about 10 years, but they love to 
go hiking, sailing, and skiing whenever they 
can. Jake's going on his first backpacking trip 
this summer, and, hopefully, he'll join the 
Bandits around 2018! Ali loves being in touch 
with camp friends, so don't be shy to friend 
her on FB or drop her a line 
(alifeen@hotmail.com). 
 
Erik Burmeister 
I was married on the 4th of July 2009 to Alisa 
Comfort of San Francisco, CA. Nine months 
and one-day later we gave birth to our first 
son, Gideon James--the best honeymoon 
surprise. We live in Campbell, CA--a suburb of 
San Jose. I am the Principal of Union Middle 
School in San Jose, CA where I have been for 
the last five years. My wife and I serve on the 
Board of the local YMCA--Southwest YMCA in 
Saratoga where we continue our love and 
support of the YMCA. My ties to Jewell are 
alive and well. My wife is a high school teacher 
and her long-term substitute during her 
maternity leave has been one of my old 
campers--Grant Coscia. Additionally, I recom-
mended that one of the college tutors that 
works at my school apply for a counseling 
position at Jewell this summer and he got the 
job. In my free time, I like to sing old camp 
songs to my son when he's crying; there's 
nothing like a rousing rendition of Princess Pat 
to calm a crying baby.

Melissa Majocha 
Melissa recently completed her first sprint 
distance triathlon on April 25th, 2010.  

Allen Beavers
Bob Stearns
Charlie Miller
Colin Mahon
Dave Hager
Dennis Pisco
Greg Berg
Gregg Davis
Jami Silver
Jay Aronson
Jerome Alper

Eric Tucker, Executive Director
Ray Zetye, Camp Director
Katie Jilek, Outdoor Center Director
Mario Hurtado, Property Manager
Lisa Coyne, Dining Services Director
Kathie Reese, Office Manager

John Garaventa
Kari Trost (Secretary)
Kathleen Murphy
Lida Terry
Makenzi Hurtado
Mike Cahill
Ray Weaver (Vice-Chair)
Rusty Everett (Chairman)
Tom Eng
Tom Lincoln

Board of Directors

Leadership Staff

Join the Camp 
Jewell Alumni 
Association today!

Share your own news, camp 
memories and photos at 
www.campjewellymca.org or 
call (888) 412-2267 to register 
your membership. 
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On October 16, 2010, Camp Jewell will 
host our Annual Wine Tasting & Auction 
Event to benefit the Strong Kids 
Campaign at the West Hartford Jewish 
Community Center.   Several hundred 
guests raised over $20,000 in 2009!  Help 
us meet our $25,000 goal this year!  

We are already busy planning this year’s 
event.   If you would like to donate an 
auction item or help in the planning, 
please contact Rusty Everett, Strong Kid’s 
Campaign Chairman at 
reverett@thehartford.com.  

Tickets are $50 and include wine tasting, 
food and entertainment.  You may buy 
your tickets in advance online after July 
15th at www.campjewellymca.org..  

Strong Kids Campaign 
Wine Tasting & 
Auction Event

Do you recognize anyone in this photo?  
Visit our website to see if you guessed 
correctly at campjewellymca.org  
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Allen Beavers To Be Recognized

Pre-Thanksgiving Turns 50!
In 1960, Executive Director Charles Hanscomb, 
fondly known as “Mr. Chuck,” began exploring ways 
in which to attract groups to camp.  Eager to show 
off the talents of the camp chef, Mary Gray, Charlie 
developed the concept of Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner.

The very first dinner attracted over 100 guests, 
including several women’s groups from around the 
Hartford area.  Charlie recalls busing up women to 
camp playing bingo and other games along the 
way.   Several activities were open for guests to 
enjoy as well, including crafts, local historic tours, 
hayrides and the longtime favorite, the turkey hunt.

Over the years, Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner has earned 
a special place in the hearts of our Camp Jewell 
family.   Today, several hundreds of guests attend to 
celebrate another successful year at camp.  

This is an exciting year to attend!  While celebrating 
the 50th anniversary this year, we will also unveil 
the Camp Jewell 2100 Project and formally kick off 
our new capital campaign.   Come and join us on 
Sunday, November 14th, 3pm!  Additional informa-
tion can be found at www.campjewell.org.   

2010 Event Schedule
Evening at Flatbread Restaurant June 22
International Banquet  June 25
Summer Camp Begins  June 27
Corn Roast   August 14
Summer Family Camp  August 27-30
Labor Day Family Camp  September 3-6
Columbus Day Family Camp October 8-11
Wine Tasting & Auction Event October 16
Woodcutter’s Volunteer Wknd. November 12-14
Pre-Thanksgiving  50th Anniv. November 14

The Camp Jewell Alumni Association is proud to announce that Allen Beavers, 
Executive Director from 1966-1976 and longtime friend of camp, will receive 
the Doug “Scoobie” Ahrens Award for distinguished service to Camp Jewell at 
this year’s Corn Roast.

In the early 1960’s, as Director of YMCA Camps Burgess & Hayward, Allen 
worked with Charlie Hanscomb (director of Camp Jewell, 1960-1965) to offer 
exciting adventure trips for boys.  When Allen was hired as Director of 
Camping Services for the Hartford YMCA in April of 1966, he had good insight 
into what made Camp Jewell so special.

Allen’s first few years were fast and furious.  In 1966, Allen managed a major 
expansion of the dining hall, installed a new dock system, finished Trips 
Lodge, renovated the amphitheater and fully winterized camp.  In 1968, he 
oversaw the merging of Camp Jewell and Hide-A-Way Camp, built three new 
staff residences, established an RV camping area at Wilderness and expanded 
the Boathouse.

In 1969, Allen helped to create a drug rehabilitation program for youth in 
conjunction with the governors office, the first program of its kind.  Later that 
year, a winter trips program was started that included excursions to the Green 
Mountains and to Ireland.

In the following years, Allen was instrumental in conducting new family trips 
(including a 64 day trip to Alaska!), installing snow machines at ski hill and 
expanding ski lessons to thousands of children.   In 1971, Allen developed the 
first summer ecology camp program in partnership with Talcott Mountain 
Science Center.  This was the first ever co-ed program at Jewell.

His relationship with Camp Jewell was rekindled when he was asked by Gary 
Forster to be a member of the Camp Jewell Board of Directors in 1989.   Since 
then, Allen has chaired the Annual Fund and Centennial Campaigns and has 
served on the finance, program and alumni committees.  Today, Allen serves 
on the Site Planning Committee and on the Capital Campaign Committee.

For well over 45 years, Allen Beavers has been a passionate member of the 
Camp Jewell family.  His enthusiasm, creativity, leadership and ability to take 
risks helped to establish Camp Jewell as the national leader that it is today. 

Please join us at Corn Roast on August 14th, to celebrate the legacy that Allen 
Beavers continues to perpetuate at Camp Jewell.

In October of 2009, Allen journeyed to the Pacific 
Northwest along with (from left to right) Eric Tucker, 
Katie Jilek, Ray Weaver, Ray Zetye and Mario Hurtado 
to research other camps as part of the current master 
site planning process and capital campaign.

In the following two years, girls 
began participating in adventure 
trips and finally, in 1973, camp 
officially became a co-ed camp 
under Allen’s leadership (which 
he claims was very controversial 
at the time).

During the mid-1970’s, Allen’s 
responsibilities in the YMCA 
association began to change.   
Allen would go on to serve as 
Chief Operating Officer of the 
downtown Hartford YMCA and 
eventually on to a consulting 
career in 1982. 

Allen recognizes Lemuel James as Camper 
of the Year in 1966.



       

       

         

         

       

          

        

        

        

         

        

         

          

          

          

       

Do you remember how beneficial the camp experience was to you?  So many 
kids need camp today, perhaps more than ever..  Kids are inundated with 
computers, video games, text messaging...you name it!  Many have never slept 
outside, cooked on a campfire or even gone swimming.   Most kids can’t even 
see stars where they live.

At Camp Jewell we have a goal that no child or family is turned away from the 
magic of the camp experience because of the inability to pay.  To ensure that 
funds are available, we will raise over $120,000 this year in our Strong Kids 
Campaign.

 

 

 
         
  

Strong Kids Campaign 
Fundraising Events

Dinner Benefit at Flatbread Restaurant
Tuesday, June 22, 6pm, Canton, CT

Help ensure that no child will be denied the Camp Jewell 
experience due to an inability to pay.  Come in and dine 
anytime between 5-9pm or place an order for pick-up.   Live 
music and great fun provided!

Wine Tasting & Auction Event
Saturday, October 16, 6pm
West Hartford Jewish Community Center, $50 per person

Help us raise $25,000!  The evening features fun for all 
adults!  Wine & beer tasting, generous appetizers, live music, 
silent auction and prizes are all included.

Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner Kick-Off
Sunday, November 14, 1-4pm, Camp Jewell
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children 

Join us for the 50th anniversary of Pre-Thanskgiving and 
help kick off the 2011 Strong Kids Campaign!

Camp Jewell YMCA
P.O. Box 8, 6 Prock Hill Road
Colebrook, CT 06021

To donate, please send a 
check payable to Camp 
Jewell YMCA Strong Kids 
Campaign and mail it to 
P.O. Box 8, Colebrook, CT 
06021, or give online at 
www.campjewell.org.

Strong Kids Campaign 2010

Join as at Corn Roast 

Saturday, August 14th!


